
More endless U.S. War on Central and South America, 

this time courtesy of the Trump regime 

 
Beginning in the late 1800s, the United States has worked to control the 

politics and economies- and thus the natural resources- of the countries 

of Central and South America. Through covert and overt military 

intervention, and economic and political pressure, successive U.S. 

governments have helped to install and support rightwing dictators in 

the region who have brutally oppressed their own people and committed 

genocide against indigenous populations. The CIA has repeatedly 

assassinated elected leaders and armed and funded actors whose goal 

was to crush democratic resistance movements.  

 

With disastrous results, from the mid to late 20th century until the present 

day, the U.S. government and the CIA have intervened in Argentina, 

Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Ecuador, 

Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Venezuela, Honduras, El Salvador, 

Colombia, Uruguay, Grenada, and Paraguay.   

 

This U.S. effort to own the American continent has helped to create the 

very human rights crises that have spurred the huge influx of victims of 

repressive regimes who arrived in the United States as refugees in the 

late 20th and early 21st centuries. Many of these refugees and their 

children and grandchildren are the same people that our government 

continues to arrest, detain in brutal ICE facilities, and deport to face 

certain torture and death.  

 

“We’re just gonna kill people.”-Donald Trump, October 23, 2025 

As the lawless Trump regime deploys ICE, the military and the National 

Guard on U.S. city streets, terrorizing citizens and non-citizens 

(documented or undocumented) alike, it is also pushing us towards yet 

another war on the American continent by ordering illegal strikes off the 

coast of Venezuela, deploying warships, aircraft carriers, and nuclear 

submarines to the Caribbean, and even publicly threatening to send U.S. 

troops into Mexico. It is “exploring the options” for “covert CIA 

operations” inside Venezuela. And, since September, it has conducted 

21 military strikes against fishing boats in the Caribbean, killing 83 

people.    

The justification, offered with no proof, for these recent extrajudicial 

executions on the high seas is that the victims were suspected drug 

smugglers. Even if these allegations were proven to be true, it is illegal 

for the military to deliberately target civilians, even suspected criminals, 

who do not pose an imminent threat of violence. 

Another war for oil? 

A November 18th New York Times article inadvertently revealed a more 

likely reason than “narco-terrorism” for Trump’s escalating attacks on 

Venezuela. In response to U.S. pressure to step down, the Times reports, 

Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro now shows “a willingness to 

offer access to his country’s oil wealth to American energy 

companies.”  

Why does any of this matter? 

It is important to understand how we got here. The bullying, wanton 

cruelty, contempt for human rights and utter disregard for domestic and 

international law exhibited by Trump and his administration did not 

happen overnight. They are the logical outcomes of the worst parts of 

our history. U.S. imperial ambitions, the wars that have grown out of 

them, and their terrible human toll are manifestations of that history and 

of our present.  

The current U.S. federal government is illegitimate. It is taking our 

country down a dangerous, authoritarian path. If we fail to resist and if 

we fail to change our government and our unjust system on every level, 

there will be no return. We will continue to be stuck in the loop of 

endless war and increased repression at home and abroad- to the benefit 

of none but the few who hold extreme wealth and power at the expense 

of the many.  

 

New Haven Sunday Vigil for Peace and Justice:                                             

https://newhavensundayvigil.org 

November 23, 2025 

 Resist this Endless War.                                                                                

Resist fascism now (before it’s too late.) 
 

https://newhavensundayvigil.org/

