WORK AGAINST PRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS IN CONNECTICUT

Continued production of nuclear weapons threatens all life on our
planet, damages our environment, and steals massive amounts of money
and resources from unmet human needs. It locks us into a state of
permanent war, one step away from a miscalculation, a “mistake” or a
deliberate act that will bring unimaginable destruction.

The nine nuclear powers (the United States, Russia, France, China, the
United Kingdom, Pakistan, India, Israel, and North Korea) have thus far
refused to sign the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons,
which entered into force in 2021. According to the Union of Concerned
Scientists, the global nuclear stockpile is close to 13,000. Together, the
U.S. and Russia possess 90% of that stockpile.

Just up the road from us, in Groton, the General Dynamics Electric Boat
Shipyard is starting to assemble the Columbia Ballistic Missile
submarine. 12 ships are planned. Like its predecessor, the Trident, its
only purpose is to carry nuclear missiles. Citizens from different parts
of Connecticut have joined with others across the country to oppose
production of this new nuclear weapons system.

A WORD FROM NO NEW TRIDENTS (The Campaign Against the Columbia
Ballistic Missile Submarine)

Seventy-seven years after the horrors visited upon Hiroshima and Nagasaki by
the first use of nuclear weapons, the United States continues to construct new
threats to all creation.

Machines age and grow useless. The Trident ballistic missile submarines are
no exception. First put into service in 1981, they are approaching the end of
their expected operational life. But instead of allowing them to simply pass into
obsolescence and remove the threat which they pose to all creation, our
government is undertaking to replace them with a new weapon to assure that
the threat continues without intermission. The Columbia class of submarines
has been described as the Navy's top priority program, which will be funded

even if that comes at the expense of other Navy programs. Each sub will carry
sixteen missile tubes, eight fewer than the current Ohio-class Tridents, but will
also have updated propulsion and stealth capabilities which will magnify their
threat. They will initially carry the existing Trident | D-5 missile, but designs for
both a new missile and warhead are now underway.

Plans are for the production of twelve boats at a projected cost that is presently
estimated at $103 to $109 billion. Initial construction has already begun at
Newport News Shipbuilding in Virginia, with final assembly to take place at
Electric Boat in Groton, CT, beginning this year, ahead of schedule. A new
facility for that exclusive purpose is now being built in the Groton shipyard.

At a time when the consequences of global warming and pandemic are being
experienced in the lives of all humanity on a daily basis, we condemn the
reckless and immoral commitment of human creativity and treasure to these
weapons which threaten to erase all creation, and by their mere existence deny
fundamental rights to human freedom and community. It is obviously clear that
they would constitute a crime against both humanity and the environment.

The NO New Tridents campaign proposes to undertake programs of public
education, lobbying and nonviolent civil disobedience calling for the immediate
abandonment of the Columbia submarine, and the diversion of funds set aside
for its construction to policies which will realize the rights of all the world's people
to healthcare, housing, education, income equity and racial justice.

The Norfolk Catholic Worker will be the primary organizer around the Newport
News Shipyard, while the Hartford Catholic Worker will coordinate the witness
at Electric Boat.

For more information about this campaign, please contact
stephen.kobasa@gmail.com.

Join our vigil to RESIST THIS ENDLESS WAR every Sunday,
12-1pm, Broadway, Park and Elm Streets, New Haven
https://newhavensundayvigil.wordpress.com
Sunday, September 4, 2022
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