Nuclear Ban Treaty Becomes L.aw in 90 Days
Excerpted from Tim Wallis post on Oct 24, 2020 10:09 (See entire post
at nuclearban.us)

October 24, 2020: Honduras today became the 50" country to ratify the
historic United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW). It was an appropriate way to mark the
75™ anniversary of the United Nations, whose first goal at its founding
on this day in 1945 was to address the nuclear threat to the world.

On January 22, 2021, 90 days after the 50" ratification, the treaty will
enter into force as international law. More countries are expected to
ratify in the coming months. While ratification is the last step, 122
countries have already adopted the treaty, and 84 have signed it.

The nine nuclear-armed nations (U.S., Russia, China, U.K., France,
Israel, India, Pakistan, North Korea) have so far boycotted the
TPNW. (Emphasis added.) But 26 companies build and maintain
nuclear weapons, and many of those have operations, contracts,
suppliers and investors in countries that have already joined the TPNW.
They could soon be breaking the law in those countries.

The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN),
which includes 590 organizations in 103 countries, facilitated the treaty
at the United Nations. ICAN then won the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize “for
its work to draw attention to the catastrophic humanitarian consequences
of any use of nuclear weapons and for its ground-breaking efforts to
achieve a treaty-based prohibition of such weapons.”

The treaty forbids everything to do with nuclear weapons, including
developing, testing, producing, manufacturing, otherwise acquiring,
possessing, stockpiling, transferring, using or threatening to use nuclear
weapons. Already, the treaty has led to significant divestment by
institutions around the world that decline to finance nuclear weapons,
for moral or fiduciary reasons. There will soon be strong legal reasons
for doing so as well.

Unlike previous nuclear treaties, created (and many subsequently
abrogated) by the nuclear-armed nations, this one comes from the rest
of the world, since all countries are at risk from nuclear weapons use,
production, and testing.

On October 21, 2020, as the 50th ratification neared, the Associated
Press reported that several ratifying countries had received letters

from the Trump administration, asking them to withdraw from the
treaty they had just joined. Such interference in a United Nations
disarmament treaty is unprecedented... (Emphasis added.)...In
Northampton, Massachusetts, Dr. Timmon Wallis found news of the
Trump administration’s letter unsurprising. Wallis was involved in the
treaty negotiations, and co-founded ICAN partner NuclearBan.US to
promote the treaty in the United States.

He said, “The U.S. government has been trying to stop this treaty from
the very beginning. Of course, this just proves how powerful and
important this treaty actually is in terms of undermining the trillion-
dollar US nuclear weapons industry. These companies are suddenly
going to find themselves on the wrong side of the law in more and more
countries around the world. It’s only a matter of time before they decide
to get out of this business. The US government will then have no choice
but to join the rest of the world in eliminating these weapons once and
forall...”
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RESIST THIS ENDLESS WAR

As we approach this crucial election, we ask you to think about the
issues this vigil has been trying to address in a very modest way
over the past 20 years. The war we now face on all fronts
transcends partisan politics, and we didn’t get here merely as the
result of one terrible election in 2016. Vote in 2020 as if your life
depends on it- it does! But remember that simply voting, while
important, will not resolve this existential crisis or lead us to a just,
peaceful and healthy world. Only a truly engaged citizenry, able
and willing to think critically and to use every nonviolent tactic we
can muster, will be able to make the serious, deep, systemic
changes that are so very long overdue, changes upon which our
very survival depends.

We invite you to join the conversation any Sunday, here at
Broadway, Park and Elm Streets in New Haven, 12 to 1 p.m.

http://newhavensundayvigil.wordpress.com




